
August 13th – Blessings of 
the Backpacks & Kickoff 
for Christian Education!

Calling students of all ages and teachers 
of all types. Sunday, August 13th at the 
10:30 service we will bless your backpacks, 
briefcases, and the like. Invite friends for 
this special blessing as the school year 
begins.

Daughters of the King
All those interested in the Daughters of 
the King Prayer Order there will be an 
orientation video, Sunday August 13th at 
9:20 in the Fellowship room.

Elliott Point School 
Snacks Needed
School is back in session and our friends 
at Elliott Point Elementary are asking our 
help once again. Many of the children 
arrive hungry. We need volunteers to bring 
healthy snacks throughout the school year 
and place them in the basket in the Atrium. 
On behalf of the children and teachers - 
many thanks!

Single Friends will meet Saturday, 
August 19th for a Dutch Treat lunch at 
Pepitos, 1313 Lewis Turner Blvd in Ft Walton 
Beach.

It’s Game Time! Tailgate Party 
on Thursday, August 31 at 6pm.  
Bring your favorite tailgate food to share! 
If you are interested in decorating a table 
(think round table, center piece size) 
please sign up on the TAILGATE PARTY sign 
up sheet located in the Atrium, there will 
also be a sign up just for attendance so 
we know how many tables to set up! For 
more info call Joanne @ 586-0588 or email 
Kelley @ kcbfuller@gmail.com.

Vestry Nominations – Our 
Annual Meeting will be held on October 
8th. Anyone interested in being nominated 
to run for Vestry should fill out a Vestry 
Nomination Form (on the table in the Atrium 
under the “Opal line” or in the office), which 
includes expectations of vestry members. 
You also must schedule a meeting with Fr. 
David. Deadline for nominations is Sunday, 
September 10.

New Men’s Group at St. 
Simon’s

We have been without a Men’s Group at 
our church for several years now, and wish 
to announce that a new group is being 
formed!  We have recently held discussions 
with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew (BOSA) 
Chapter at Christ Church, Pensacola and 
they have graciously accepted our request 
to help us form a St. Andrew chapter at St. 
Simon’s!
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a 
worldwide ministry for men and boys in the 
Episcopal-Anglican Communion, and has a 
very simple and powerful mission:  to bring 
men and youth to Christ. 

Their website is:  http://www.
brothersandrew.net/

We will be working with the Christ Church 
Chapter over the next month or so to get 
organized and develop a plan for our local 
Chapter. Howie Marsh has helped with 
research and contacts, and has graciously 
accepted the task to assist in coordinating 
our initial discussions and meetings.  
The Christ Church Chapter’s next meeting 
is Saturday, August 19th, and they have 
invited interested men to come to their 
meeting and learn first hand what the BOSA 
is all about and discuss next steps for our 
chapter. 
If you are interested in participating in the 
Pensacola meeting and helping form the St. 
Simon’s Chapter, please let Howie know by 
Monday, August 14th. His email is Howie.
Marsh@cox.net, or call him at 651-3751. 
If you have any questions or want to 
learn more about the BOSA, or become a 
member of the SSoS Chapter, please visit 
their website, or contact Howie or Steve 
Larson (244-8621) for more information.

Monday Book Group –
August 21st at noon in the Parish Hall 
Join us for a discussion of The Tea Girl 
of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. Set in 
China, the book tells the story of an ethnic 
minority family shaped by globalization. 
Bring a lunch and join us for discussion. 
For more information, please call JoAnne 
Connell at 850- 240-3051.

Vestry Update
At its July 18 meeting, the Vestry agreed to:
• Approve to purchase an additional 
Automated External Defibrillator, but asked 
that staff pursue potential third party 
financing prior to the use of church funds

• Approve $2,000 from a designated fund 
to purchase additional vestments and para-
ments in support of worship services

Parish Updates:

• Michelle Anchors is leading the parish 
discernment process to help identify what 
God is calling St Simon’s to accomplish. 
Following God’s call requires vision – and 
a plan to get us there. The process will 
include outreach to all parishioners to 
understand your thoughts on how best the 
church can prepare for its future in areas 
such as new construction, restoration, or 
expansion of facilities; outreach; endow-
ments; and debt retirement. Be on the 
lookout for information later this summer 
– it is critical that we have robust partici-
pation and sharing of information to build 
our plan for the future.

• Please participate in the Christian ed-
ucation survey announced in the e-Pistle. 
Your thoughts are critical to ensure our fall 
programs meet the parish’s priorities.

Security
If you have recently come to the church 
during weekday business hours you may 
have noticed several new security measures 
that have been implemented.   
These are in response to a number of recent 
events, as well as communications with 
other local churches, food pantries and the 
FWB Police Dept. 
Security and safety for our parishioners, 
staff and visitors is a very high priority.  While 
these changes may result in some minor 
inconveniences during the week, they are 
very important in keeping everyone safe. 
During the week the door to the church 
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office is now locked, and a bell has been 
installed to push for access. Hallway doors 
will be kept closed and locked outside of 
worship hours.  We also ask that exterior 
doors, such as the Parish Hall doors, remain 
locked unless you will be physically in the 
immediate area.
Cameras have been repositioned to monitor 
and record activity in the church on a 24 X 
7 basis. 
We appreciate your support and cooperation 
as we focus on keeping our church and 
everyone that comes to it safe.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Steve Larson, 
Parish Administrator at admin@stsimons-
fwb.org or call the church office at 244-
8621. nside and outside of the PH, and will 
eliminate use of the handicapped parking 
spaces next to the Portico while work is 
underway. 
The week of Aug 14th is promising to be 
a VERY busy week, as we will be moving 
out of the Nave for several months while 
ceiling work is done.  More to come on the 
Nave move, but we will need help from our 
parishioners to box and move items out of 
the space prior to work commencing the 
week of August 21st. 

The first worship service in the Parish Hall 
is targeted for Sunday, August 20th.   We will 
also be redirecting access to the Parish Hall 
during Sunday services, as the space will 
be full and not allow open access as it does 
today.  Entry to the church will need to be 
primarily from the east side doors and west 
side doors and hallways.   More to come on 
PH access changes during this restoration 
work. 
We appreciate your cooperation and 
understanding, as well as support, during 
the construction periods.  We know there 
will be changes and some new habits to be 
formed, but the work is very important to 
restoring our church and we will work hard 
to minimize the impacts on the parish. 

If you have any questions please contact 
Steve Larson, Parish Administrator at 
admin@stsimons-fwb.org or call the church 
at 244-8621. 

Children & Youth
School may be out for the summer, but check 
out all the wonderful things happening at 
St. Simon’s on the Sound!

Click here for more information!

Bus Trip to Wakulla 
Springs and Lodge
October 23-24, 2017
Let’s take an overnight bus trip, October 23-
24, 2017 to Wakulla Springs and Lodge with 
stops along the way to St. George Island/

museum and Apalachicola, and if time 
permits, St. Marks. As Fr. David said, “Let’s 
have some fun!”  Don’t worry if you have to 
use a cane, walker, or electrical cart.  If it will 
fit in the luggage space below the bus, you 
are good to go to share fellowship, laughter, 
see the sites, and make memories. The bus 
has a toilet, overhead bins, DVD player and 
microphone. Find a roommate to share 
hotel room, shake out your “money socks”, 
change bowls, purses, wallets, and cash the 
check your children sent you for Mother’s/
Father’s Day, birthdays, etc. For those who 
wish to stay at Wakulla Lodge, the price is 
an additional $15pp double occupancy.  
Most of us will be staying at The Magnuson 
Hotel/Inn (breakfast included). Your lunch 
and dinner is on your own.  Hope to stop 
in Apalachicola for a meal. Those who wish 
to take the 50 minute boat ride on Wakulla 
Springs and climb the St. George light house 
please let me know. Write a $50 deposit 
check to St. Simon’s on the Sound due not 
later than August 2th with the final payment 
of $60 due no later than Sept.30th. I am a 
Registered Nurse and I know CPR.  I’ll keep 
an “eye” on you.  Please contact Gloria 
DeBerry, 244-2940, gjdebeerry@cox.net.  
The bus is limited to 55 people.  More trips 
are in the pipeline.  Let’s have some fun and 
fellowship. 

Interested in EFM?

Education for Ministry is a program offered 
through the School of Theology of the 
University of the South (Sewanee). EFM 
combines deep Bible study, theological 
reflection, and a community of students 
who help each reflect on and respond to 
God’s call on their lives. The program is four 
years long, but classes include students 
from each year learning together.
We are hoping to offer another EFM class 
this fall at St. Simon’s. One year of EFM costs 
$475, some limited scholarship funds are 
available. I have found EFM students and 
graduates to be well prepared as disciples 
of Jesus and ready to offer themselves in 
service to God through the church and 
to the world. I cannot recommend EFM 
enough!
If you are interested in participating, please 
let me know. I also would like to know if you 
prefer a morning or an evening class, or are 
open to either. A minimum of six students 
are required to start a class. Would you pray 
about it and discern if God is calling you?
More information can be found at http://
efm.sewanee.edu/about-efm/about-efm

ECW Pickling
IT’S PICKLING TIME!! On Tuesdays Joyce 
Jacob will be PICKLING at 9:30 in the 
downstairs kitchen & Parish Hall. We 
need You!! The Cajun Dill Pickles account 
for $5,000 of our Bake Shop and Craft Fair 
total earnings.  You can learn a new skill, 
make new friends, and have a blast making 
pickles! Please join us! 
Thanx, Joan Bomar 240-4945

Volunteers & Mentors for 
Elliot Point Elementary 
School
Elliott Point Elementary School (on Hughes 
Ave. across from Ferry Park) is in need of 
volunteers and mentors for the 2017 - 2018 
school year.  
Mentors work with a specific child for thirty 
minutes to one hour once a week.  They 
provide academic assistance and promote 
positive behavior in the child.  Mentoring is 
a commitment that continues through the 
entire school year.  

Volunteers are also needed – to read with 
children, supervise small group projects, 
assist teachers with various tasks, etc.  
Volunteers may schedule a set time to assist 
at Elliott Point each week or be available as 
needed for special events (such as Read 
Across America).  
You are encouraged to find time for this 
important ministry. 
If you are interested in serving, you can 
contact Elliott Point Elementary at 833-3355 
for volunteer opportunities or meredithd@
mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us for information 
concerning the mentoring program in the 
Okaloosa County School District. 

Prayers for Healing
Deacon Clelia will be 
in the side chapel after 
both the 8 and the 10:30 
services to offer healing 

prayers for those who are experiencing 
a life challenge, or who are praying for a 
family member or loved one. Please contact 
Deacon Clelia if you have questions.
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